
	

	

Comprehension  

Purpose 
Today you will read the essay “Jacqueline Woodson on Africa, America and Slavery’s Fierce 
Undertow” by Jacqueline Woodson.	The purposes of this task are for you to understand what 
Woodson says in this essay about her experiences in Ghana and to begin to support your 
thinking about Woodson’s ideas with evidence from the essay. This work will provide the 
foundation for you to develop an understanding of how Woodson’s essay and Ta-Nehisi Coates’ 
essay are in conversation with each other.  

Task 

Step 1: Please read “Jacqueline Woodson on Africa, America and Slavery’s Fierce Undertow.”  

Read like this. 

• First read the whole essay through to get your head into it. 

• Then reread. 

• While you reread, please annotate the text.  

To annotate it, mark, underline, or circle sentences with your brief comments or summaries of 
the ideas that seem important to understanding Woodson’s feelings about and experiences in 
Ghana. You can decide which ones really matter after you read and go back to review. 

After you have finished rereading and annotating the text, please compose a quick write in 
response to the following question: 

• Woodson’s essay is a recounting of her experience traveling to Ghana with her family 
and the internal tension she felt visiting the country from where her ancestors were 
removed and forced into slavery. Draft a quick write in which you explain Woodson’s 
experience in Ghana.  

• Keep your annotated text next to you when you write so that you can use evidence from 
your annotations when you compose your quick write. 

 



	

	

Tips 
Quick writes are times for you to use writing to think on the page. Most people write them 
quickly, in 3 to 5 minutes, and they don’t need to have correct sentences or even be complete 
sentences. They don’t need to have correct spellings. They are your thinking on the page in 
writing to get your ideas down as quickly as you can.  

Before you do the quick write, glance back at the passages you marked when you read. Refer 
to those as much as you can when you compose your quick write. 

When you write this quick write, try it this way. When you’re ready to write, put your pen or 
pencil to the paper and write out your thoughts without stopping until you feel like you’ve said 
everything that’s on your mind. The idea here is to push yourself to keep the writing flowing. 
Think about filling a page.	

Step 2: Take 5 minutes to share your quick write with a partner. As you share, notice where you 
agree and where you disagree with each other about what Woodson says about her 
experiences in Ghana.  

Work to come to an agreement about what Woodson says. Please be prepared to share your 
thinking with the group.  

Step 3: After our whole group discussion, please complete a quick write to reflect on your 
thinking using the following question: 

• How has your thinking about Woodson’s experiences in Ghana been changed or 
confirmed after our discussion? What did you hear from your peers that confirmed or 
changed your thinking? 

Step 4: Working from the quick write you drafted in Step 1 and your reflection from Step 3, 
draft an essay in response to the following question: 

• At the end of Woodson’s essay she says, “Can I belong here? Has this country truly 
called me home?” Do you think that Woodson believes that she belongs in Ghana? Has 
that country truly called her home? 

Remember, as you draft your essay you should do the following: 
1. Answer the questions with a clearly stated idea. 
2. Cite evidence from the text that supports your idea. 
3. Explain how the evidence you cited supports your thinking. This should be more than a 

restatement of the quotation or quotations that you used from the essay.	

 



	

	

Comprehension  

Purpose 
Today you will read the essay “Jacqueline Woodson on Africa, America and Slavery’s Fierce 
Undertow, by Jacqueline Woodson.	The purposes of this task are for you to understand what 
Woodson says in this essay about her experiences in Ghana and to begin to support your 
thinking about Woodson’s ideas with evidence from the essay. This work will provide the 
foundation for you to develop an understanding of how Woodson’s essay and Ta-Nehisi Coates’ 
essay are in conversation with each other.  

Task 

Step 1: Please read “Jacqueline Woodson on Africa, America and Slavery’s Fierce Undertow.”  

Read like this. 

• First read the whole essay through to get your head into it. 

• Then reread the text section by section. 

 

After you have reread each section of the text, summarize Woodson’s ideas in that section and 
then write a sentence or two about how that section connects to the section before it. 

Step 2: After you have finished rereading and summarizing each section of the text, please 
share your summaries with a partner. As you share, note where you agree and disagree about 
what Woodson is saying and work to come to a shared understanding about what Woodson is 
saying in this text.  

 

Step 3:  Work with your partner to compose a quick write in response to the following question. 
Please post your quick write for a gallery walk. 

• Woodson’s essay is a recounting of her experience traveling to Ghana with her family 
and the internal tension she felt visiting the country from where her ancestors were 
removed and forced into slavery. Draft a quick write in which you explain Woodson’s 
experience in Ghana.  

• Keep your text next to you when you write so that you can use evidence from your 
annotations when you compose your quick write. 

 



	

	

Tips 
Quick writes are times for you to use writing to think on the page. Most people write them 
quickly, in 3 to 5 minutes, and they don’t need to have correct sentences or even be complete 
sentences. They don’t need to have correct spellings. They are your thinking on the page in 
writing to get your ideas down as quickly as you can.  

Before you do the quick write, glance back at the passages you marked when you read. Refer 
to those as much as you can when you compose your quick write. 

When you write this quick write, try it this way. When you’re ready to write, put your pen or 
pencil to the paper and write out your thoughts without stopping until you feel like you’ve said 
everything that’s on your mind. The idea here is to push yourself to keep the writing flowing. 
Think about filling a page.	

Step 4: Once everyone has posted their quick write, move around the room and read the quick 
writes. Please note ideas that you find interesting or places where you have questions. Please 
use sticky notes to leave your classmates feedback on their ideas or ask questions. The process 
of viewing the charts is called a gallery walk. 

Step 5: Please take some time to read the sticky notes your classmates left for you. Reflect on 
what you saw in your classmates posts and the feedback you and your partner received. Then, 
complete a quick write to reflect on your thinking using the following question: 

• How has your thinking about Woodson’s experiences in Ghana been changed or 
confirmed after the gallery walk? What did you see from your peers that confirmed or 
changed your thinking? 

Step 6: Working from the quick write you drafted in Step 1 and your reflection from Step 5, 
draft an essay in response to the following question: 

• At the end of Woodson’s essay she says, “Can I belong here? Has this country truly 
called me home?” Do you think that Woodson believes that she belongs in Ghana? Has 
that country truly called her home? 

Remember, as you draft your essay you should do the following: 
1. Answer the questions with a clearly stated idea. 
2. Cite evidence from the text that supports your idea. 
3. Explain how the evidence you cited supports your thinking. This should be more than a 

restatement of the quotation or quotations that you used from the essay.	

 


